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npBriefs

BAREILLY (UP) 
2 contractors 
shot dead 
An FIR was registered 
against seven people on 
Wednesday after a porter 
allegedly shot two contrac-
tors of a parcel agency at a 
busy bus stand in Uttar 
Pradesh's Bareilly, police 
said. The shooting, which 
created panic at the Satel-
lite Bus Stand on Tuesday, 
was allegedly triggered by 
an ongoing dispute over 
parcel rates between the 
contractors and porters. 
 
THANE  

GST evasion 
racket busted 
Authorities have busted a 
Goods and Services Tax 
(GST) evasion racket invol-
ving a fraudulent input tax 
credit (ITC) scam of Rs 
26.92 crore and arrested its 
"mastermind" in Maharash-
tra's Thane district, officials 
said. The accused, Kapa-
diya Mahamad Sultan, or-
chestrated the fraud by 
setting up 18 fictitious en-
tities. 
 
BENGALURU  

Pawan begins 
temple tour 
Andhra Pradesh Deputy 
Chief Minister Pawan Ka-
lyan on Wednesday em-
barked on a tour of 
temples in Tamil Nadu and 
Kerala. First he reached 
Kerala and offered prayers 
at Sri Agasthya Maharshi 
temple near Kochi. 
 
THANE 

Bikes torched: 
Three booked 
Police have registered a 
case against three persons 
for allegedly torching the 
motorcycles of two 
brothers after a heated ar-
gument with one of them in 
Ulhasnagar town of Maha-
rashtra's Thane district, of-
ficials said on Wednesday. 
The incident took place on 
Sunday evening, they said. 
 
THANE 

Cop held for 
seeking bribe 
A traffic police constable 
has been arrested for al-
legedly demanding and ac-
cepting Rs 500 bribe from 
a transporter at Kalyan in 
Maharashtra's Thane dis-
trict, the Anti-Corruption 
Bureau (ACB) said here on 
Wednesday. 
The constable, Pravin Go-
pale (41), was nabbed on 
Tuesday based on a com-
plaint lodged by the victim, 
it said. 
 
MUMBAI 

Mumbai reports 
first GBS death 
A 53-year-old man has 
died of Guillain-Barre 
Syndrome (GBS) at a 
hospital in Mumbai, the 
first fatality here due to 
the nerve disorder, offi-
cials said on Wednesday. 
The patient, resident of 
Wadala area and working 
as a ward 
boy in a hos-
pital, had a 
fortnight 
ago visited 
Pune which 
has wit-
nessed the 
GBS out-
break, they 
said. 
 
SURAT 

Biscuit 
factory 
gutted 
in Surat 
A major fire 
broke out at a 
biscuit and 
wafer 
packets 
manufactur-
ing factory in 
Gujarat's 
Surat district 
and spread 
rapidly, caus-
ing massive 
damage to 
the unit, offi-
cials said on 
Wednesday.  
 

Biswajeet Banerjee 
PRAYAGRAJ 

With an unprecedented 45 
crore devotees converging at 
the Sangam for the Maha 
Kumbh, pilgrims are facing se-
vere price gouging for essential 
services. From exorbitant boat 
fares to overpriced food and 
transport, those arriving with 
faith and devotion are being 
forced to shell out thousands 
even before stepping foot onto 
the sacred grounds. 

A boat ride to the Sangam, 
which is officially priced at Rs 

150 per person, has become a 
luxury few can afford. 
Boatmen are demanding any-
where between Rs 1,000 and Rs 
1,500, leaving pilgrims with 
little choice. "This is extortion 
in the name of religion," fumed 
Ashok Verma, who had come 
from Lucknow with his family. 
"We wanted to take a holy dip, 
not be robbed blind!" 

Some pilgrims, especially 
the elderly, are struggling to 
pay such hefty amounts. "I 
saved for years to come to the 
Kumbh, but I never imagined I 
would be spending thousands 

just to get to the Sangam," said 
a visibly upset Geeta Devi from 
Madhubani, Bihar. 

The ordeal doesn't end at the 
river. Pilgrims arriving by car 
or bus are facing another fi-
nancial hurdle — transport 
from the parking bays to the 

mela ground. With no regu-
lated local transport, oppor-
tunistic youth are charging Rs 
500 for a ride covering barely 2 
kilometres. 

"I could have walked if I was-
n't carrying my luggage," said 
Somnath Sanyal, a Prayagraj 
resident. "But Rs 500 for such a 
short ride? It feels like we are 
being looted at every step be-
fore we even reach the 
Kumbh!" 

Even basic necessities like 
food and tea have seen a steep 
price hike. "A simple meal that 
should cost Rs 50 is being sold 

for Rs 150," complained Sunita 
Yadav, a school teacher from 
Jhansi. "And tea? Rs 30 for a 
cup of water with a hint of 
milk. If this isn’t loot, what is?" 

Some vendors are justifying 
the prices, citing high demand 
and transportation costs. But 
for middle-class and poor 
devotees, the sudden spike in 
expenses is forcing them to cut 
back. "We are sharing one 
meal between three people," 
said Anwar Sheikh, who 
travelled from West Bengal 
with his family. "Faith alone 
cannot fill an empty stomach." 

Pilgrims being fleeced as costs soar Manipur awaits new 
CM, Congress fears 
President’s Rule  
Digjyoti Lahkar  
GUWAHATI 

The buzz over President's Rule 
in Manipur grew on Tuesday 
as the ruling BJP remained 
undecided on who will be-
come the next Chief Minister 
even three days after Biren 
Singh's resignation.   

As BJP leaders gathered at 
Hotel Imphal to meet state 
BJP in-charge Sambit Patra, 
tensions escalated between 
party leaders and the opposi-
tion over the delay in resolving 
the stalemate. 

BJP legislator Karam 
Shyam strongly dismissed 
claims of a constitutional crisis 
in the state. "I think there is no 
constitutional crisis in Ma-
nipur," Shyam told reporters 
outside the hotel. 

“I don't know about the 
President's Rule, but I believe 
the leadership crisis will be re-
solved by the Centre with the 

help of legislators," he said. 
Shyam, however, remained 

non-committal when asked 
about the expiry of the six-
month interval between two 
consecutive sessions of the 
state assembly. "Let's see what 
happens," he added. 

Earlier in the day, Patra had 
a closed-door meeting with 
Governor Ajay Kumar Bhalla. 
The meeting, which lasted 
nearly an hour, ended without 
any public statements from 
Patra, who quickly left the Raj 
Bhawan without addressing 
the waiting media. 

In sharp contrast, Manipur 
Congress Chief K Meghachan-
dra criticised the Centre’s 
delay in appointing a new 
Chief Minister, calling it a clear 
disregard for the people's 
mandate. 

“The Centre is deliberately 
delaying the process, pushing 
the state into a constitutional 
crisis," Meghachandra alleged. 

Ram temple 
head priest 
passes away 
Biswajeet Banerjee 
LUCKNOW 

Acharya Satyendra Das, the 
chief priest of Ayodhya’s 
Shri Ram Janmabhoomi 
temple, passed away today 
at the Sanjay Gandhi Post-
graduate Institute of Medi-
cal Sciences (SGPGI) in 
Lucknow. The hospital con-
firmed his demise. He had 
been admitted to SGPGI on 
February 3 following a 
stroke and was undergoing 
treatment in the neurology 
ward’s high-dependency 
unit (HDU). 

According to SGPGI Direc-
tor Dr. R.K. Dhiman, Acharya 
Satyendra Das was receiving 
continuous medical attention 
under doctors' supervision. 
Besides the brain stroke, he 
was suffering from multiple 
ailments. Despite all efforts, 
his life could not be saved. 
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath had visited 
the hospital a few days ago to 
inquire about his health. 
Wave of Mourning in 
Ayodhya 

The Ram Janmabhoomi 
Teerth Kshetra Trust ex-
pressed deep sorrow over 
the passing of Acharya Sa-
tyendra Das. A sense of grief 
has enveloped the temples 
and monasteries of  
Ayodhya.  

SC dismisses 
Indrani’s plea  
New Delhi: The Supreme 
Court on Wednesday turned 
down a plea filed by Indrani 
Mukerjea, the prime accused 
in the murder case of her 25-
year-old daughter Sheena 
Bora, seeking permission to 
travel abroad.  

"The trial is at an ad-
vanced stage. You can com-
plete the trial and then go," 
remarked a bench of Justices 
M. M. Sundresh and Rajesh 
Bindal as it directed the trial 
court to conclude the pend-
ing proceedings within a 
year. 

"There is no guarantee 
that you will come back," 
added the Justice Sundresh-
led bench as it dismissed the 
plea seeking permission to 
travel abroad. In 2022, the 
Supreme Court granted bail 
to Indrani, considering her 
long incarceration of 6.5 
years and the unlikelihood of 
completion of trial shortly. 

Indrani, who was an ac-
complished media executive 
and socialite, was married to 
media baron Peter Mukerjea 
but later divorced by mutual 
consent while in incarcer-
ation. In 2015, she was ar-
rested for murdering Sheena 
Bora. 

Kalpesh Mhamunkar 
MUMBAI  

NCP SP chief Sharad Pawar’s 
decision to honour Maharash-
tra Deputy Chief Minister Ek-
nath Shinde with the ‘Mahadji 
Shinde Rashtra Gaurav’ award 
in Delhi on Tuesday has 
sparked a controversy in Ma-
harashtra. Pawar not only fel-
icitated Shinde but also 
praised his work and leader-
ship, leading to a strong back-
lash from UBT Shiv Sena. 

UBT Shiv Sena MP Sanjay 
Raut criticised Pawar’s actions, 
expressing his party’s dis-
pleasure. “Eknath Shinde de-
ceived and toppled the MVA 
government. Therefore, Sha-
rad Pawar should not have fel-
icitated Shinde, this is our 
party’s stand,” Raut stated. He 

argued that honouring Shinde 
hurt the sentiments of those 
who view him (Shinde) as a 
‘traitor� to Maharashtra. 

Further, Raut condemned 
Pawar’s praise of Shinde, cal-
ling it a “shock to the pride of 
Maharashtra”. He questioned 
Pawar’s decision, pointing out 

that Shinde had allegedly split 
the Shiv Sena with the help of 
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah.  

“Pawar not only felicitated 
Shinde but indirectly praised 
Amit Shah as well,” Raut 
added. 

Raut also criticised the or-

ganisers of the Marathi Sahitya 
Sammelan, questioning the 
connection between the felici-
tation and the literary event. 
He accused the event of be-
coming a platform for ‘political 
brokering� and criticised the 
involvement of the BJP and 
RSS in the programme. 

UBT Shivsena leader 
Priyanka Chaturvedi sup-
ported Raut’s stance, stating 
that Shinde should have been 
honoured with the title of 
‘traitor� instead. 

In contrast, BJP leaders 
condemned Raut’s comments. 
State BJP president Chandras-
hekhar Bawankule claimed 
that Pawar had praised Shinde 
for his effective leadership: 
“Pawar has admitted that 
Shinde was a better CM than 
Uddhav Thackeray.” 

Sparks fly as MVA architect 
lauds MVA govt toppler

YET ANOTHER 
BLOW FOR UBT
Ex-MLA Rajan Salvi to join Shinde 
Sena, may become MLC 

Prajakta Pol 
MUMBAI 

Former Rajapur-Lanja MLA 
Rajan Salvi has dealt a signifi-
cant blow to the UBT Shiv 
Sena by stepping down as the 
deputy leader of the party. 
After much speculation, he is 
now set to join the Shinde fac-
tion of the Shiv Sena on 
Thursday. After his defeat in 
the 2024 assembly polls, 
there was strong speculation 
that Salvi might join the BJP. 
However, he has chosen the 
Shinde Shiv Sena instead. 
Amid rumours of his exit 
from the UBT Shiv Sena, he 
has now made it official by re-
signing as the party�s deputy 
leader. 

He is set to officially join 
the Shiv Sena on Thursday at 
3pm in the presence of Dep-
uty Chief Minister Eknath 
Shinde. This move is con-
sidered a significant setback 
for the Thackeray faction in 
the Konkan region. As a re-
sult, discussions about ‘Oper-
ation Tiger� gaining 
momentum in the region 
have resurfaced. 

For a while, there was 
strong speculation that Salvi 
might join the BJP. However, 

he avoided directly com-
menting on these rumours. 
He had stated, “I am a loyal 
Shiv Sainik of Balasaheb. I 
have always worked in line 
with his vision and will con-
tinue to do so.”  

However, Salvi is re-
portedly leaving the UBT Shiv 
Sena after repeated police in-
quiries about his assets and 
internal party disputes. 

Salvi has held various posi-
tions, including those of cor-
porator, municipal council 
president, district chief, 
(three-time) MLA, and most 
recently, deputy leader of the 
UBT Shiv Sena. His entry into 
the Shinde Sena is expected 
to strengthen the Mahayuti in 
the Konkan region. There is 
also speculation that Salvi 
may get an opportunity in the 
legislative council, as he has 
reportedly been given such 
an assurance.

Ex-Prez’s son 
Abhijit rejoins 
Cong after 4 
years in TMC 
PTI 
KOLKATA 

Former President Pranab 
Mukherjee's son Abhijit Muk-
herjee rejoined the Congress 
on Wednesday after a four-
year-long placid stint in the 
Trinamool Congress. 

The former Lok Sabha MP 
was given the Congress mem-
bership at the party's state 
headquarters here in the pres-
ence of AICC general secre-
tary and West Bengal 
in-charge Ghulam Ahmed 
Mir.Regretting his decision to 
have joined the TMC in 2021, 
Mukherjee said, "I apologise 
for this; it was not right for me 
to leave the Congress." 

"This is my second birthday 
in the Congress and politics," 
Mukherjee told reporters after 
being handed over the party 
flag by the national and state 
leadership. 

Claiming that there is no al-
ternative to the grand old 
party in the country's politics, 
he said, "Only the Congress 
takes along all people irre-
spective of their caste, creed 
and religion." Mukherjee said 
that he had expressed his de-
sire to rejoin the Congress in 
June last year, but owing to 
different state elections, it 
could take place now. 
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Extracl ol Statement of Un'audited Standalone Financial

Results for the quarter ended 31st December, 2024
oxcept por sharo

fuarter tllna tlonths Ysar End€d

Particulars
Endsd

UnaudiH UnaudR€d A!dited

1 Total income/ Revenue from 208.49 816.98 990.99

2. Net Profft / (Loss) for the Period
(before Tax, ExcePtional and/ or

Items
(28.02) 232.00 1194.97

3. ilet Profit / (Loss) fior the Period
after bx (after Exhaordinaq-!!9mll-

r41.09 291.25 1071.87

1. Total Comprehensive lncome for
the period

r41.09 291.25 1071.87

5. Paid up Equlity Share CaPital

(Faca value of Rs. t0l- eachJ
t't08.8s 1108.8s 1't08,85

6. othar EquitY' (Rererve ercluding
Revaloation Rgeens as ahown in the
praceding year- end audited E!499_$94--

5660.35

7. Earninge Per Equity Share of face

value of Rs. 10/- each

Basic (in Rs.) 1.27 2.63 9.67

Diluted (ln Rs.) 1.27 2.63 9.67
nir lMlEqibd CrEober 31 2024
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